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which cannot be taken by itself. Phoibos here traverses the sea in the form of a fish, and imparts lessons of wisdom and goodness when, he has come forth from the greeln depths. Tie can assume many forms, and appear or vanish as he pleases. All these powers or qualities are shared by Proteus in Hellenic story, as well as by the fish-god, Dagon or Chines, of Syria; and the wisdom which these beings possess is that hidden wisdom of Zeus which, in the Homeric hymn, Phoibos cannot impart even to Hermes. So in the Vishnu Purana the demon Sambara casts Pradyumna, the son of Vishnu, into the sea, where he is swallowed by a fish, but he dies not and is born anew from its belly.1 The story must be taken along with those of the Frog prince, of Bheki, and of the Ksh-rajah in Hindu fairy tales.2 Doubtless it is the same dolphin which appears in the stoi'y of Arion, but the fish not less than the harp has lost something of its ancient power.3 Phoibos In this myth Phoibos acts from his own proper force, Hermes Here, as in the hymn to Hermes, he is emphatically the wise and the deep or far-seeing god. The lowest abyss of the sea is not hidden from his eye, but the wind can never stir their storinless depths. His gift of music was not, however, his own from the first. His weapons are irresistible, and nothing can withstand the splendour of his unveiled form; but he must live in a world of absolute stillness, without mist and without clouds, until the breath of the wind stirs the stagnant air. Hermes then is the maker of the harp and the true lord of song; and the object of the hymn is to account for the harmony existing between himself and Phoibos, from whom he receives charge over the bright and radiant clouds which float across the blue seas of heaven. It is impossible to lay too much stress on this difference of
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